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This panel presentation is intended to provide parents of middle school and high school students with 

information that will enable them to make more informed decisions in the college selection and application 

processes.  Each panelist will provide a brief and concise overview of his or her area, followed by an open 

question and answer period. 

 

Ms. Debra Zugates, Director of Admissions at Duquesne University, will discuss general university admission 

processes from the perspective of student applicants and their parents.  The presentation will focus on ways to 

help ensure that your student is more competitive in the admission process as well as things to consider in the 

college selection process in helping your student to find the ‘Right Fit’. 

 

Mr. Richard Esposito, Director of Financial Aid at Duquesne University, will provide a brief overview of the 

funding options available to attend a post-secondary education as well as how to apply for aid. The time frame 

in applying for financial aid will also be discussed. 

 

Mr. Justin Grubisha, Financial  Advisor at Hefren- Tillotson, will offer a presentation which will focus on the 

various ways parents can save for their children’s college education.  Details of different tax-efficient options for 

saving, as well as the impact these methods may have on financial aid, will be discussed. 

 

Dr. Ian Edwards, Director of the Duquesne University Counseling and Wellbeing Center at Duquesne 

University, will discuss using the parent-child relationship to cultivate a climate of wellbeing, where parents can 

talk to their children about the importance of exploring and pursuing authentic happiness in a manner that is 

foundational not only to being successful as students but in all aspects of living. 

 

Dr. David Seybert, Professor of Chemistry at Duquesne University, will discuss opportunities for undergraduate 

students that will enrich and expand their STEM education.  Relevant examples of the value of internships, co-

ops, undergraduate research, and special funding and scholarship opportunities will be presented in terms of 

providing a well-rounded and rigorous undergraduate STEM educational experience. 

 

 

Open Question Period follows each session 

 


